
 

 

October 28, 2022 

 

The Honorable Oscar Leeser 

Mayor of the City of El Paso 

300 N. Campbell Steet 

El Paso TX, 79901 

 

Mayor Leeser,  

 

I am writing in response to Ms. Smyth’s Code of Conduct complaint.  

 

Her first accusations are that my comment of “that’s interesting” was perceived to her as dismissive. As she mentions in 

her complaint, many of these concerns are coming from the community, who have struggled to receive answers from the 

Sun Metro department. My answer to her may come off dismissive because they were not my questions, and I did not 

have an answer to give to her.   

 

She continues, that she felt taken aback when I asked about contracts and contract amendments that had not been 

brought to or even mentioned to council prior to this meeting. She also mentions that she received a call from the MV 

director, who clarified that the information she provided was 100% correct. I feel there is a real concern with this 

complaint. A council member, asking questions and receiving the bulk of information about contracts that must be 

approved by council and procedural information from members of the public and not the department head, should not 

be grounds for a complaint. Disagreeing with and having incorrect information, that again was not provided by the director 

until asked about it, is not reason for a complaint.   

 

I find Ms. Smyths complaint is fully based on perception, as she mentions. I also feel that this has been a growing concern 

since the budget process when Ms. Smyth changed a council directed Sun Metro fee scale. When asked about, it she said, 

“no one ever reads that document.” I would later be very vocal on how I found this disrespectful to the city council.   

 

I have, over the years, been extremely respectful to Ms. Smyth in community meetings and at council meetings when I 

called a point of order when another council member referenced her gender as a lack of experience for her position.   

 

I am very concerned that this complaint is a retaliation for being publicly concerned for the performance of the 

department.   
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I have re-watched that video and I do take responsibility for interrupting Ms. Smyth mentioning her attendance in the 

meeting. Again, I wanted to clarify what was being said by the community and give her the chance to respond. It was not 

meant to be disrespectful. I realize I had forgotten to be specific, none the less it was rude and I apologize for that. Again, 

not having the correct information and not giving her the responses she would like was not being disrespectful.   

 

Regarding Ms. Smyth’s comments, “To my memory, no other member of Council has done so in such a discouraging tone,” 

I am sorry she took such a personal offense to a conversation that I didn't even remember, I am sorry that at the following 

meeting a different council member screamed at her at full volume.   

 

Only speaking for myself, I have no ill feelings towards Ms. Smyth, but there are very serious concerns about Sun Metro 

and I do not believe I should be discouraged from expressing mine and my constituents' viewpoints.   

 

I have the utmost respect for Ms. Smyth and all city employees. I regret that during my job as a representative of 

constituents, words and tone were misinterpreted as being demeaning. It was not and will never be my intention to treat 

staff in such a deplorable manner.     

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Alexsandra Annello 

City Representative District 2 

 


